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“Mapping European Com-
petitiveness” (MAPCOMPE-
TE) is an FP7 proposal of six 
European universities and 
research centres (from Ger-
many, France, Italy, Belgium 
and Hungary) to provide an 
assessment of data oppor-
tunities and requirements 
in order to analyse and 
compare competitiveness in 
European countries.

Partners of the project are Brussels-based think tank Bruegel, 
Budapest-based research centre CERS–HAS (coordinator),  
Milan-based Centro Studi Luca d'Agliano, Paris School of 
Economics and Sciences–Po in Paris, and Tübingen-based  
research institute IAW. Associate partners are the OECD, 
ISTAT, the ECB, and several European central banks.

Competitiveness is at the heart of policy making at the Union 
level and specifically within the Eurogroup. Therefore, the de-
finition of new country–level competitiveness indicators is an 
essential task. The aim of this project is to provide a thorough 
assessment of data opportunities and requirements for 
the analysis of comparative competitiveness in European  
countries.

The MAPCOMPETE project will examine how to interconnect 
different approaches to research and policy making in this 
field at the macro, sectoral and micro level as well as to conse-
quently map data availability and needs. The project team will 
come up with proposals for enhancing standards and consi-
stency of data, with the aim of improving future comparative 
work on competitiveness. It will analyse data requirements 
and suggest methods of data collection for selected topics 
such as global value chains, trade and performance as well as 
pricing and quality.

The project aims at identifying gaps in available datasets and 
key data requirements for constructing better competitive-
ness indicators at different levels of aggregation. A key objec-
tive is to analyse the combined use of three types of resour-
ces: census-type quantitative data (e.g. national tax authority), 
quantitative survey data (e.g. EFIGE survey), and qualitative 
(interview-based) information. Integrating these approaches 
may allow for a deeper understanding of a wide range of  
topics related to competitiveness. Indeed, in terms of compe-
titiveness analysis, our primary focus is on firm performance. 
However, we approach this from a wider angle. Hence, the 
data analysed do not only cover traditional balance sheet  
figures, but they include areas such as:

	trade statistics, internationalisation (outsourcing,  
direct investment, etc.),

  labour statistics (skill composition, remuneration, on the 
job training, flexibility),

  R&D, innovation,
 non-tangible assets,
 regional and local dimensions,
 creation of new firms (entrepreneurship) and  

attraction of foreign investment (FDI),
 stakeholders (entrepreneur/owner characteristics,  

social capital, state/local government),
 customers/suppliers, position in value chains.
 

About MAPCOMPETE Research outline

Topics covered 

Based on the framework outlined above, MAPCOMPETE  
covers the following topics: 

1. Mapping existing datasets: screening of national sector- 
and micro-level datasets regarding their geographical  
coverage, time span, and representativeness. A special fo-
cus will be on areas where no standard set of variables 
exists, such as non-tangible assets and innovation. 

2. Consistency issues of different datasets: building on exi-
sting research to understand the extent to which some 
country- and time-specific competitiveness-related indica-

tors can be derived from data contained within available 
data sets or from cross-reference usage of available data-
sets at different levels of aggregation.

3. Conditions and requirements needed to match different 
datasets: the extent to which datasets relevant for compe-
titiveness can be matched within and across countries and 
to which data gaps and potentials can be mapped is  based 
on the pilot indicators.

4. Research directions towards better competitiveness indi-
cators: investigation of how novel data or a combination 
of datasets can be used to introduce novel research areas. 
Designing new research directions leading towards better 
competitiveness indicators.

5. Benchmarking: identification of steps to enhance quality 
and availability of existing data and suggestion of new  
methods and sources for the collection of data.

Research output

MAPCOMPETE will publish two main reports summarising the 
key findings of the group, intended for the widest possible 
diffusion. One report will present the evidence retrieved from 
the pilot indicators of competitiveness developed by combi-
ning existing datasets, together with their mapping at the EU 
level as well as the identification of data gaps and potentials.

The second report will conclude the project by presenting po-
licy options on the possible improvements in data collection 
and utilisation related to the development of existing as well 
as new competitiveness indicators. 

An important output of the project is a data map which will 
be available on the MAPCOMPETE website. This data map will 
be implemented on the basis of a database that will allow re-
searchers and stakeholders to assess the availability and com-
putability of indicators of competitiveness within and across 
countries.

The MAPCOMPETE team organises regular workshops, which 
are intended to provide direct interaction with the academic 
community and data providers as well as to enhance the diffu-
sion of knowledge and feedback from a wider (non-academic) 
audience. 


	MAPCOMPETE_Flyer 2
	MAPCOMPETE_Flyer 1

