
 
 

ENERGY AND CLIMATE EXCHANGE 
 

 
US Technology policy and the development of semiconductors, computer 

hardware, and computer software industries in the US:  
A policy model for climate-change R&D? 

 
with 

 

David C. Mowery 
Haas School of Business U.C. Berkeley & NBER 

 
22 February 2010, 12.45 – 14.00 at Bruegel, Brussels 

 
 

US federal R&D and other policies were of great importance to the development of 
economically vibrant semiconductor and computer hardware and software industries in the US. 
One of the most striking characteristics of federal policy was the fact that it extended well 
beyond the “conventional” technology policy tool of R&D spending, to include military 
procurement, intellectual property rights, and antitrust policies. 
 
Federal policies also consistently supported a striking degree of competition among R&D 
funders, competition among R&D performers, and competition among the various actors 
seeking to commercialize new applications. 
 
With the exercise of considerable discrimination and caution, there are important lessons to be 
applied toward solutions to global climate change from US federal policy toward IT innovation. 
 
David C. Mowery is the William A. & Betty H. Hasler Professor of New Enterprise Development 
at the Walter A. Haas School of Business, University of California, Berkeley and a Research 
Associate at the National Bureau of Economic Research. A graduate from Stanford University, he 
began his teaching career at Carnegie-Mellon University. He has also served as Assistant to the 
Counselor, Office of the United States Trade Representative and a Fellow at the Council on 
Foreign Relations. 

 
The Bruegel Energy and Climate Exchange (ECE) is a discussion forum for professionals, academics, policy-makers, 
business, NGOs, selected members of the press and other interested parties in the field. Participation is by invitation 
only, please contact Matilda Sevón at matilda.sevon@bruegel.org if you wish to add someone to the invitation list.  
 
RSVP matilda.sevon@bruegel.org by February 19, 2010 
Rue de la Charité, 33 / B-1210 Brussels 
www.bruegel.org  
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