
Explore the 
interactions between 
taxation and broader 
competitiveness 
factors –  including 
trade, investment, 
climate, and digital 
regulations 

Examine the 
alignment of tax and 
incentive policies with 
business behaviour 
– to promote fair
competition, equity,
and sustainable growth
within the EU

Review and 
modernise VAT design 
and administration 
– enhancing
competitiveness,
neutrality, and fairness
in the Single Market

Evaluate tax 
incentives for 
innovation, 
decarbonisation, and 
investment – ensuring 
alignment with energy, 
climate, and carbon 
policies 

Mission

The EU Tax Compass, a Bruegel-led branch of the EU Tax Observatory supported by seven 
leading academic institutions1, serves as a strategic platform and hub for tax policy debate and 
recommendations at both EU and Member State levels. It brings together academic experts, 
policymakers, and stakeholders to promot
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Through structured dialogue and evidence-based, actionable 
recommendations, the initiative strengthens the capacity of the EU and 
its member states to design efficient, fair, and competitive tax systems.

Objectives

1	 Bruegel (coordinator), Wirtschaftsuniversitat Wien, Ecole d’economie de Paris, Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam, University of Amsterdam, Fundación de Estudios de 
Economía Aplicada, Copenhagen Business School

EU TAX COMPASS
Tax Policy for a Competitive Europe

2026-2029: OUR WORK IN ACTION 

• +21 academic collaborative papers

• +10 events and workshops bringing together key stakeholders to exchange
feedback on the research topics

• Building an EU & global expert network to connect research and policy, share 
good practices, foster structured exchanges among scholars, policymakers, practitioners,
journalists, and business representatives

• Participation to  international conferences to share findings and engaging with the global tax
policy community.

https://taxobservatory.eu/about-us/euto-comp/

